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Students rally in Sacto
Burst pipe causes fl ood, forcing evacuation of Duncan Hall
Thousands protest 
budget cuts in front 
of Capitol building
Eric Austin
Staff Writer
Duncan Hall was evacuated Monday when a pipe 
located on the seventh fl oor burst, pouring water 
as far down as the ground fl oor.
KIRSTEN AGUILAR / SPARTAN DAILY
A protester cheers in agreement with one of several guests who spoke outside the Capitol building 
the morning of the protest.  BRIANA CALDERON / SPARTAN DAILY
Suspect 
named
in slaying 
of SJSU grad
A pipe burst on the seventh 
fl oor of Duncan Hall leading to 
an evacuation of the building on 
Monday, said the director of me-
dia relations for SJSU.
“Water trickled all down the 
elevator shafts,” Pat Lopes Har-
ris said. “The regular elevator will 
not be working for a couple of 
days, but the service elevator will 
be working for those with disabili-
ties.”
Junior business major Jenna 
Cabral said she discovered a fl ood 
of water while on her way to a 
chemistry lab.
“I walked into the building and 
went to the elevators and they 
were completely fl ooded with wa-
ter, so we had to take the stairs,” 
she said.
Cabral said when she ap-
proached the sixth fl oor, at least a 
couple inches of water covered the 
section of the fl oor by the elevators 
and vending machines.
“The teachers weren’t aware of 
what was going on until students 
got their attention,” she said.
Cabral said a professor came 
out and pulled the fi re alarm so 
the whole building was evacuated.
“The authorities said it would 
be a half-hour or more until they 
could come back inside,” she said.
Junior biology major Johann 
Zaroli said he was in a lecture hall 
on the fi rst fl oor when the alarm 
went off.
“The alarm went off and I was 
expecting it to be a fi re drill,” he 
said.
Zaroli said if anything, he 
thought it would be a chemical 
spill or fi re.
“We walked out and water 
was pouring over from the top of 
the building on the inner court 
side,” he said.
The water damage was an in-
convenience for the students in 
the building, said junior biology 
major Alexander Ng.
“There have been students 
walking up the stairs on one side 
of the building, getting to the fl oor 
they need, and realizing that they 
need to be on the other side of the 
building,” Ng said. “The middle of 
the building is blocked off because 
of the water, so they have to come 
all the way back down to go back 
Kristen Pearson &
Jenn Elias
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See DUNCAN, Page 2
Two San Jose police sergeants have fi led a felony 
complaint accusing Michael Lucio Frausto in the death 
of former SJSU student Albert Cobarrubias.
Cobarrubias, 31, was in his East San Jose home 
playing pool with friends on Jan. 23 when he was shot. 
He was found with a gunshot wound after offi cers re-
sponded to a call of shots fi red. He was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital.
San Jose Police Department Sgts. Dave Gutierrez 
and Tony Mata fi led the complaint against Frausto on 
March 8.
Frausto is expected to appear March 29 to enter a 
plea, according to the Mercury News, which reported 
Monday that San Jose police did not announce Fraus-
to’s arrest.
The complaint states that Frausto “committed the 
offense charged above for the benefi t of, at the direc-
tion of, and in association with a criminal street gang,” 
with intent to promote gang activity.
According to the complaint’s allegations, if charged 
with the slaying, Frausto could face 25 years to life in 
a state prison with an additional 10 years for a felony 
committed in association with a street gang.
In a Spartan Daily story on Jan. 26, Sang Kil, an as-
sistant professor of justice studies at SJSU, said Cobar-
rubias balanced a busy schedule of taking care of his 
children, volunteering as a community advocate, work-
ing full time and continuing to help out on campus af-
ter he graduated.
Both friends and family of Cobarrubias said he 
had no gang ties and believe the shooting was a 
random act.
Raj Jayadev, director of Silicon Valley De-Bug, said 
Cobarrubias was a community advocate, focused on 
working with families. Jayadev said Cobarrubias pro-
vided both emotional and legal support for families 
dealing with the criminal justice system.
Cobarrubias was survived by his three daughters, 
according to justice studies lecturer Jan Hagemann.
SACRAMENTO – More than 
120 students from SJSU took 
part in a vocal rally and protest 
in the state capital, joining thou-
sands of other students from col-
leges across California on Mon-
day.
“We decided to voice our 
opinions and let Sacramento 
know that we are here and we 
don’t like the budget cuts,” said 
Lukogho Kasomo, a senior po-
litical science major. “We want to 
see money put back into educa-
tion.”
Julian Rosenberg, president 
of Students for Quality Educa-
tion, said he has also witnessed 
fi rst-hand the effects of the cur-
rent budget crisis.
“It feels like we’re not even at 
school, but at war because I have 
lost so many friends along the 
way that won’t graduate,” said 
Rosenberg, one of the organizers 
of the SJSU contingent.
He said the rally addressed 
those issues and put pressure 
on the legislators of California 
to change how the state handles 
education.
The event was organized by 
the Student Senate for Califor-
nia Community Colleges and the 
California State Student Associa-
tion to protest fee increases and 
budget cuts for California colleg-
es as well as cuts in state spon-
sored fi nancial aid programs as 
part of the “March in March” se-
ries of events, he said.
The thousands of attendees 
included students from com-
munity colleges, California State 
Universities and Universities of 
California, as well as represen-
See RALLY, Page 3
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY
On March 23, 1992 the Spartan Daily reported that ...
(Above) Senior aviation students receive hands-on training with a Cessna 150 airplane for a lab at San Jose International 
Airport.
♦ Faculty members were divided over the SJSU 
presidential selection process because of criticism that the 
search committee did not adequately represent the faculty.
♦ The Associated Students Board of Directors voted and 
approved the allocation of $7,200 out of general funds to 
purchase equipment for the then-newly built KSJS radio 
station studio.
Major changes loom for stu-
dent-loan programs after the 
Obama administration passed 
a bill Sunday night that could 
affect college students as ear-
ly as the upcoming academic 
year, said a political science 
professor.
“In the future, students will 
get their loans from the federal 
government rather than going 
through an intermediary,” Terry 
Christensen said. “There will be 
more money available for stu-
dent loans because the govern-
ment is not paying the middle-
man.”
Among the changes stu-
dents are expected to benefi t 
from are loan forgiveness pro-
grams and more funds avail-
able to allocate to grants and 
fi nancial aid, Christensen 
said.
“It’s going to be easier to pay 
back the loan with longer periods 
of time to do so,” he said. “There 
will be ways to reduce your ulti-
mate payment. The main thing 
is that there will be more money 
available for individual loans, so 
they are going to up the amount 
that people can get.”
Nancy Heu, a gradu-
ate student in social work, 
said she would not have been 
able to make it through her 
undergraduate work with-
out the aid of the grants she 
received.
“I was a fi rst-generation col-
lege student and coming from a 
low-income family,” she said. “I 
wouldn’t have viewed college as 
an option without all the grants 
I received.”
Cedrick Carino, a senior busi-
ness administration major, said 
some students are hesitant to 
advance their educations be-
cause of the fi nancial ramifi ca-
tions bound to them.
“More money would of course 
help to encourage more stu-
dents to attend college,” he said. 
“People are thinking, ‘How will I 
get through school?’ With more 
funds, that wouldn’t be as much 
of an issue anymore.”
International student Rohan 
Patel said he applied for various 
loans, grants and scholarships 
but came up empty-handed.
“The school just wanted per-
manent resident students when 
I applied,” said Patel, a sopho-
more industrial and systems en-
gineering major. “This university 
doesn’t provide much fi nancial 
aid for international students. 
Hopefully, this will help out ev-
eryone.”
Christensen said the funds 
still come from taxpayers, but 
rather than have their dollars go 
toward the banks, the funds will 
be allocated elsewhere.
“It’s still taxpayer money,” he 
said. “But it is actually a better 
deal for the taxpayers because 
they are getting more for their 
money.”
Republicans did not have an 
opportunity to vote on this bill, 
Christensen said.
“Since they packaged it with 
health care, no Republicans 
voted for this change,” he said. 
“That might be a trick by Demo-
crats so they can say that about 
Republicans when the election 
cycle comes around.”
Republicans would rather 
stay with the banks, Christensen 
said, as they believe the private 
sector could regulate the loan 
programs more effi ciently.
“The Republican argument 
against it is that they don’t like 
government doing things,” 
he said. “They also get cam-
paign contributions from the 
banks, which is another mo-
tivation for staying with the 
banks.”
Bill could boost grant and fi nancial aid funds
up on the other side.”
Sgt. Manuel Aguayo of Uni-
versity Police Department said 
when offi cers arrived at Duncan 
Hall, a large amount of water 
was leaking from the ceiling into 
the sixth fl oor.
“Because of the water leak-
ing, the fi re alarm went off and 
the building was evacuated,” 
Aguayo said. “The evacuation 
happened at 11:23 a.m. and last-
ed until about 12:15 p.m.”
Hanna Bennett, a fresh-
man forensic science major, 
said because of the pipe burst, 
she couldn’t use the elevator to 
transfer her cart of supplies into 
Duncan Hall.
“It’s ridiculous,” Bennett 
said. “There’s something wrong 
with the plumbing in the CVC 
Suites as well.”
Sophomore biology ma-
jor Sam Petre said she was 
evacuated from her biology 
class.
Ng said he’s frustrated 
with the state of the buildings 
at SJSU.
“It sucks that the Student 
Union is getting money to be re-
modeled when other buildings 
need to be fi xed,” Ng said.
Onlookers lined each side 
of the street on San Salvador, 
across from Duncan Hall.
The traffi c on San Salvador 
was backed up past the previous 
stoplight.
The bus stop for SJSU Park 
& Ride was blocked off by police 
offi cers who directed traffi c and 
pedestrians, while the Spartan 
Express dropped students off at 
the next street down at Seventh 
and East William streets.
DUNCAN
From Page 1
With the passage of Presi-
dent Obama’s health care leg-
islation Sunday by the House 
of Representatives, major 
reform of the health care in-
dustry is coming, according 
to an SJSU political science 
professor.
Terry Christensen said 
benefits will filter down to 
SJSU students by allowing 
them to stay on their family 
health insurance until age 26.
“It gives young people 
much more health security,” 
he said.
Health care will stick with 
people throughout their lives 
now, Christensen said.
“If you graduate from col-
lege, if you change jobs, if 
you lose your job, if you’re 
disabled for some reason, 
you’re going to have health 
insurance to fall back on,” 
he said. “It’s going to be por-
table, and that’s really, really 
important.”
Freshman business major 
Annie Arafa said health care 
is vital to society.
“I think it’s important for 
everyone to be able to receive 
health care because I think 
that’s just being human,” Ara-
fa said. “It’s important to have 
as a part of your life.”
The changes passed in the 
bill will be enacted by 2014, 
Christensen said.
He said he wasn’t sur-
prised the younger genera-
tion hasn’t been paying at-
tention to the health care 
legislation.
“If you just watch who 
goes to town hall meetings 
and demonstrates, it’s older 
white people,” he said. “When 
you’re young, you don’t worry 
about your health that much 
because generally you have 
good health. You’re not wor-
ried about disaster. It’s just 
not the first thing on your 
mind.”
Christensen said there 
were some negatives as-
sociated with the passed 
legislation.
“There’s some skepticism 
about whether it will really 
reduce the deficit as its pro-
ponents say it will,” he said. 
“The Congressional Budget 
Office says it will, and they 
are the authority, so I have to 
take them at their word.”
The bill won’t add anything 
to the deficit in the long term, 
he said.
Christensen said the legis-
lation puts everyone into the 
same pool. The group no lon-
ger pays for uninsured people 
to go to the emergency room, 
which inflated the cost of 
health care.
“It kind of balances things 
out,” he said.
Edward Lopez, associate 
professor of law and econom-
ics, said the bill’s budget pro-
jections need to be taken with 
a grain of salt.
“Budget forecasts like this 
are, historically speaking, al-
ways wrong,” he said.
Lopez said Medicare was 
a good example, citing a U.S. 
Congress Joint Economic 
Committee study about the 
estimated costs of health care 
that stated Medicare, which 
was estimated to cost $9 bil-
lion from its inception in 1965 
to 1990, actually cost $67 bil-
lion.
The health care bill isn’t 
what its proponents have 
made it out to be, Lopez said.
“There are no free lunches 
in politics or economics,” he 
said. “And essentially, what’s 
being promised is a free 
lunch.”
Mitchell Colbert, a senior 
political science major, said 
he wasn’t happy the bill was 
passed without a public op-
tion.
It should be government 
health care or bust, he said.
Freshman accounting 
major Rosalind Tu said she 
wasn’t familiar with the bill.
“I don’t really know much 
about it,” she said.
Tu said she wasn’t pay-
ing attention to news reports 
about health care reform but 
was happy with the bill’s pas-
sage.
Undeclared junior Joseph 
Dahl said he was unfamiliar 
with the legislation.
Senior psychology major 
Katherine Gandeza said she 
didn’t know anything about 
health care reform.
Colbert said it was a shame 
some students didn’t know 
about the bill.
Eric Bennett
Staff Writer
Kevin Hume
Staff Writer
Family health insurance 
extended to age of 26
Health care legislation passage may aff ect students
tatives from the California State 
Student Association and the Stu-
dent Senate for California Com-
munity Colleges.
Students for Quality Educa-
tion, along with Associated Stu-
dents, organized the SJSU stu-
dents participating in the rally, 
Rosenberg said.
This year’s turnout for the 
march increased from last year’s 
according to Brian Cramer, a se-
nior political science major.
“We had 120 people up from 
70 from last year — shows how 
much the movement has grown,” 
he said. “It shows how much 
SQE’s organization power has 
improved.”
Kusomo said she was excited 
to see how many students from 
SJSU were able to make the trip 
to the state capital.
“It was really nice to see how 
many people we were able to 
bring to Sacramento and to see 
how many people are really being 
affected by the situation with the 
budget cuts,” she said.
SJSU students began their 
day at 6 a.m., meeting at San Sal-
vador and Ninth streets.
They were provided with ba-
gels and coffee while they signed 
waivers before boarding one 
of three charter buses paid for 
by the A.S. and destined for the 
state capital.
After the two-and-a-half hour 
ride to the Capitol building, stu-
dents joined the thousands of 
other students at Raley Field pre-
paring for the march.
“It was a lot of people,” said 
Zachary Pallin, a senior political 
science major. “More than I’ve 
ever seen and I’ve gone several 
years in a row.”
Pallin said that early esti-
mates for the total number of 
participants ranged between 
10,000 to 15,000 people.
The 20-minute march to the 
Capitol building proceeded down 
the Capitol Mall as thousands of 
participants fl ooded the street, 
chanted and waved their protest 
signs.
Social work senior Karimah 
Al-Helew said she had to miss 
class to be part of the march.
“I felt a lot of power and a lot 
of unity,” she said. “It was re-
ally awesome to be part of the 
march.”
Once at the Capitol building, 
the crowd gathered to listen to 
more than two hours of speeches 
from more than 20 speakers in-
cluding student advocates, fac-
ulty representatives, legislators 
and state education leaders.
Al-Helew said the speakers 
provided a lot of motivation.
“They kept stressing that it 
doesn’t stop here and that you 
must keep coming out,” she said. 
“A lot of students here now know 
what it’s like to fi ght for their 
rights.”
One of the themes brought 
up multiple times during the 
speeches was the issue of greater 
spending on state-run prisons 
versus education.
Assembly Majority Leader 
Alberto Torrico, D-Fremont, ad-
dressed this issue.
“There is something terribly 
wrong when for the fi rst time in 
California’s history the govern-
ment spent more money on pris-
ons than colleges,” he said.
Speakers also addressed spe-
cifi c legislation, including As-
sembly Bill 1761, which, if passed, 
will expand access to colleges in 
California, and incorporated spe-
cifi c actions that students could 
take to address the budget crises, 
which was different from previ-
ous rallies, said Joseph Tran, vice 
president of Students for Quality 
Education.
“A lot more solutions were 
provided this time,” he said.
Not only that,  but the par-
ticipants seemed to have a better 
grasp of the situation, Tran said.
“Lawmakers came out, teach-
ers came out,” he said, “and a 
lot more people were informed 
about the issue because the situ-
ation is more dire.”
Rosenberg said he believes 
that the rallies are important to 
get legislators to pay attention to 
student needs and to benefi t the 
future of California as a whole.
“It’s our community, it’s our 
state, and it’s our well-being 
here,” he said. “Where will Cali-
fornia be in 20 years if we make 
it that much harder for us to have 
an educated populace?”
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Spartapalooza, Wellness 
Festival
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Student 
Union ballroom, contact Anna Ang 
at anna.ang@sjsu.edu for more 
information.
Reading Red Flags: 
Understanding Problematic 
Relationships
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
at Clark Hall in Rm 122, 
contact Veronica Mendoza 
at vernoica.mendoza@sjsu.edu 
for more information.
First Generation Students: 
Communicating with your 
Family about College
3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Clark Hall in Rm 118, 
contact Veronica Mendoza 
at vernoica.mendoza@sjsu.edu 
for more information.
Sparta Guide is 
provided free of 
charge to students, 
faculty and staff 
members. The 
deadline for entries 
is noon, three 
working days 
before the desired 
publication date. 
Space restrictions 
may require editing 
of submission. 
Entries are printed 
in the order in 
which they are 
received. Submit 
entries online at 
thespartandaily.
com or in writing 
at DBH 209.
RALLY
From Page 1
Participants at Monday’s rally march toward the Capitol building. More than 120 students from SJSU took part in the march with the goal of raising 
awareness of the impact of cuts in education.  ERIC AUSTIN / SPARTAN DAILY
Students from around California gathered around the Capitol building in Sacramento on 
Monday morning to protest the budget cuts to higher education.  
BRIANA CALDERON / SPARTAN DAILY
“Final Fantasy XIII” hit store 
shelves a couple weeks ago for the 
PlayStation 3 and Xbox 360.
The game provides a stream-
lined experience by slowly easing 
the player into the game and by 
simplifying gameplay mechanics.
Each game in the “Final Fan-
tasy” series is set in a brand new 
world, so don’t be worried about 
having to play any of the previous 
12 games in the main series.
Slow Burn
“Final Fantasy XIII” is on rails 
for about the fi rst 20 hours. The 
game is linear and all the player 
will do is run forward from point 
A to point B with sparse branching 
paths, fi ght some battles and watch 
cutscenes.
Lather, rinse and repeat.
The  early linearity makes “Final 
Fantasy XIII” unlike any previous 
“Final Fantasy.” Mainstay features 
of the series that would break up 
the linearity, such as towns and a 
world map, have been removed. 
The player can no longer explore 
a world map or a town and inter-
act with characters to learn the 
plot’s backstory.
Although, at about 20 hours 
into the game, it opens up to free-
roaming environments akin to the 
old style “Final Fantasy.”
The plot of “Final Fantasy XIII” 
is also a slow burn. At fi rst, the plot 
is diffi cult to understand, and the 
player will have to wait about 15 
hours, which is asking a lot, to start 
discerning it.
Shifting gears
The “Paradigm Shift” battle sys-
tem is the shining feature of this 
game. Each “Final Fantasy” had its 
own unique battle system and so 
does this game. The Paradigm has 
combined a traditional role-playing 
game battle system with a more ac-
tion-oriented, free-fl owing system.
The player controls one charac-
ter in battle, mainly Lightning, and 
the rest of the party is controlled 
by the game's artifi cial intelligence. 
Paradigms prescribe a role to how 
the artifi cial-intelligence party 
members should act.
In battle, the player can shift the 
characters’ roles on the fl y with the 
click of a button. One second a char-
acter is a black mage, called a “rav-
ager” in the game, casting “fi re” and 
“aero” spells, and the next second 
the character can be a white mage, 
a medic, casting healing spells such 
as “cure” and “esuna.”
The player pairs whatever Para-
digms they see fi t for a given situa-
tion in a battle, allowing the player 
to mix and match the party mem-
bers with different roles.
In essence, the Paradigm system 
frees up the time it takes to manu-
ally select each move for each char-
acter and allows the player to focus 
on one character and the overall 
strategy of a battle.
Streamlined
Just as cars were streamlined 
from a Ford Model T to a Ferrari 
Enzo, so has “Final Fantasy XIII” 
been streamlined from a tradition-
al Japanese role-playing game to 
a game with restricted exploration 
and narrative, simpler mechanics 
and fl uid action.
The game has not been made 
to be that easy, instead it has been 
made to be more convenient for the 
player. Many of the changes are 
drastic compared to prior games in 
the series.
Because the exploration is so 
linear early on, the game is more 
plot-driven than any other previ-
ous “Final Fantasy.” Every fi ve to 
10 minutes or so, the game switch-
es up from having the player fi ght 
his or her way through the game to 
a cutscene divulging elements of 
the plot.
Simple game mechanics have 
been implemented to make the 
experience more pleasing. 
For example, if the party leader 
dies in battle, the player can pick 
up right where he or she started at 
the last battle, meaning the player 
no longer has to start from the last 
save point.
After every enemy encounter, 
the party heals completely and all 
status ailments, such as being poi-
soned, are removed. Never does 
the player have to return to a save 
point, sleep in a tent or use items to 
heal the party.
Since there are no towns, all of 
the shopping can be done at any 
save station. From there, the player 
can buy and sell weapons, accesso-
ries and potions.
“Final Fantasy XIII” made bold 
changes to the formula of the series 
— some changes are good and some 
not so much. 
If purists can grit their teeth and 
grind through the fi rst 20 hours of 
the game, they will fi nd parts of the 
“Final Fantasy” series they have 
loved for so long. 
If only the Paradigm Shift battle 
system and features of the other 
“Final Fantasy” games were to 
be combined will the series reach 
nirvana.
I have a soft spot for cheap, sodium-
loaded Asian food, particularly Vietnamese 
dishes. Greasy fried spring rolls and steamy 
noodle bowls topped with bizarre meats 
are some of my favorite artery-hardening 
guilty pleasures.
Spice Vietnamese Restaurant, located 
on Santa Clara and Seventh streets, is an 
establishment that specializes in Vietnam-
ese food, but also offers a wide variety of 
different Asian dishes.
The restaurant is full of conflicting 
themes which put it in an awkward middle 
ground between a regular shabby hole-in-
the-wall and a legitimate sit-down restau-
rant.
The soft light on the restaurant's off-
white walls gives the room a mellow eve-
ning ambience. Large black-marble-colored 
tables and jet-black chairs neatly contrast 
with the floor's stark white tiles.
Spice's well-planned design leaves the 
impression of a reasonably classy restau-
rant — especially from the outside.
Unfortunately, this impression is 
marred by the two giant TV screens on the 
walls, which detract from Spice's otherwise 
chic atmosphere.
Spice's perplexing contrasts don't end at 
its appearance. The service was somewhere 
between bad and atrocious.
Upon entering, the hostess silently indi-
cated that my friends and I should sit down 
at one of the many empty, unset tables.
We sat for 10 minutes while we waited 
for her to come back to give us water, set 
the table and give us menus. She came back 
15 minutes later to take our orders. This 
kind of wait is inexcusable in an empty res-
taurant.
She never came back to refill our water 
or give us our check.
The food, when it finally arrived, was 
much better than the service.
Spice had a huge selection of reasonably 
priced entree and appetizer options, which 
filled six pages of menu.
Although I was curious, I wasn't ad-
venturous enough to try some of the more 
exotic meats the menu offered. Few other 
restaurants offer frog and venison, which 
Spice's menu labels "deer."
Instead I opted for a safer and more ex-
tensive mix of seafood, vegetables, beef and 
chicken over crispy fried noodles.
Some of the toppings were better than 
others. Although the beef and chicken were 
tender, well-seasoned and flavorful, the re-
maining components were somewhat dis-
appointing.
The squid was bland and rubbery and 
the vegetables were slightly overcooked 
and soggy.
For me, the saving grace of the plate was 
that it was drenched in a salty, MSG-laden, 
gravy-like sauce. It was completely over-
powering but absolutely delicious.
This sort of food isn't for everyone. It's 
strong, salty and probably unhealthy.
The full-bodied avocado shake makes an 
interesting accompaniment to any dish. It 
appeared to be essentially a blend of avo-
cado, sugar and maybe some ice.
While it's interesting and certainly 
worth trying, it's simply too rich for casual 
shake drinkers.
My overall impression of Spice was 
good, but not great. My meal and drink 
were filling and cost me under $9. The food 
is certainly not for the squeamish or hyper-
tensive, but one can always count on it for 
delivering overwhelming flavor.
The only real gaping hole in the restau-
rant's system was its service, which could 
easily be fixed with stiffer management 
and better training.
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Eric Van Susteren
Staff Writer
Flavorful food, bland 
service at Spice REVIEW
Not your typical ‘fantasy’ 
RESTAURANT OF THE WEEK
Scott Reyburn 
Senior Staff Writer
Lightning from the new Final Fantasy XIII game.  PHOTO 
COURTESY OF THE KOTAKU WEB SITE
A vegetable, seafood and meat dish  
over crispy noodles from Spice 
restaurant located on Santa Clara 
and Seventh streets.   
ERIC VAN SUSTEREN / SPARTAN DAILY
Let me say from the get-go — 
I’ve watched ABC’s “Lost” since 
the fi rst episode aired.
Since that episode aired, the 
title could not have been more 
appropriate.
Sitting on my couch with my 
family, I watched a couple doz-
en people spill out of a burn-
ing plane and onto a tropical 
beach.
Anyone who has seen “Lost” 
knows just how far the charac-
ters have come since Oceanic 
Flight 815 went down on that island.
For anyone who hasn’t watched the show: the 
spoiler alarm is going off like there is a fi re in 
here.
The situations and scenarios, problems and 
solutions, characters and polar bears ... have just 
left me asking for directions.
Of course, the show is not exactly supposed to 
be a walk down easy street. The degree to which 
I’ve become “lost” is dizzying, from character 
lapses to time quirks to alter-
nate realities.
With every new hour of 
fl ashbacks and island tactics, 
my brain has become more 
fried than a Kentucky chicken.
In one reality, Flight 815 
survivor Jack Shephard looked 
into a mirror at the top of a 
lighthouse and saw his child-
hood home — instead of the 
watery blue behind him. In 
another reality, Jack has an 
estranged son who is a piano 
genius and has no knowledge of the enigmatic 
island.
Fellow refugee John Locke was once the epit-
ome of fate-based morality, always following a 
path set out for him by the island.
Before, that meant pushing the button in the 
hatch and reacting to the craziness of outside 
forces.
Now, he has become the death-dealing mon-
ster that travels around the island by way of 
black smoke swarm. He has transformed from 
being a fervent follower of the island to a fear-
inducing fi end.
These are just two examples of all the ridicu-
lousness going on in the show recently.
The fi rst season seems tame in comparison 
— the character paths weren’t nearly as compli-
cated.
Locke and Walt Lloyd played chess by the 
palm trees. Jack chased the ghost of his father 
into the woods, leading him to a waterfall. James 
“Sawyer” Ford got glasses and Kate got freck-
les. The polar bears came and went, and Boone 
died! Ethan, who was somehow on the island 
before the passengers washed ashore, had super 
strength. (What the hell happened to that? This 
mystery will never be solved.)
Compared with the time-traveling, multiple 
universe jingle-jangle in recent episodes, that 
island was more like a Pacifi c paradise.
There has been a ridiculous amount of change 
since then. A French woman appeared, spouting 
off verbal craziness. A hatch appeared, as did my 
favorite character of the show — button-masher 
Desmond Hume. A plane full of Virgin Mary 
statuettes full of heroin was found. A few more 
characters died — including my second favorite, 
the priestly Mr. Eko.
Somewhere in there, Benjamin Linus showed 
up. His original story of falling out of the sky 
from a hot air balloon seems like a foreign lan-
guage now. He’s gone from crazy prisoner to 
crazy leader to crazy follower to plain crazy.
Nowadays, all his clichéd whining leads to ... 
well, more clichéd whining.
Also, the mysterious group of pre-Flight 815 
island-dwellers called the Others became child-
stealing jerks who became the Dharma Initiative 
— but not really, because they are a separate or-
ganization.
Don’t worry, I don’t understand their trans-
formation either.
In fact, right now I am sitting here on a com-
pletely different couch, in a completely differ-
ent city, waiting for the most recent episode to 
air. As soon as the four big white letters appear 
on my screen, I will no longer know where — or 
when — I am.
I had the chance to play 
“Street Fighter IV” on a friend’s 
Xbox 360 recently, and it po-
litely and nudgingly reminded 
me that I’m in the 21st cen-
tury.
The game itself is not un-
like the countless variations 
of “Street Fighter II” that I 
encountered growing up — 
it’s still a one-on-one fi ghter, 
played mostly on a 2-D plane.
Every now and again how-
ever, a character starts glow-
ing, yells something, and the 
game suddenly enters 3-D, wig-
out, swinging camera wacka-
doo mode, zooming in closely 
enough on the attacking, pul-
sating fi ghter that we may see 
his nose hairs.
The next step is for my fi ght-
er to fall prey to a barrage of 
fi sts and/or fi reballs, while the 
21st Century Fox tethered to the 
other controller slices through 
my decaying childhood Street 
Fighter skills to deal the visu-
ally impressive coup de grace.
The Xbox controller is sci-
ence fi ction itself. Buttons and 
analog sticks, some pressure 
sensitive, litter every imagin-
able surface.
To contrast the experience, 
I also recently played the Atari 
2600 that belongs to the drum-
mer of my musical force.
The Atari 2600 is an 8-bit, 
cartridge-based video game 
console that had its hurrahs 
between the late ’70s and mid 
’80s.
The blocky characters that 
light up the screen are ma-
nipulated by something called 
a joystick, which, on the 2600, 
is basically a block with a stick 
erupting out of the middle. 
Next to this stick resides a 
single, solitary orange button, 
sometimes labeled “fi re.”
This is not to say that the 
games are a cinch to play — on 
the contrary, there’s a version 
of “Superman” for the console 
that, if one has not read the 
manual, one cannot success-
fully play. I’m serious. Random 
moving of the stick and pushing 
of the button will result in the 
digital representation of pointing 
a kaleidoscope at a strobe light.
The graphics are necessarily 
simple. If a character’s shirt color 
is different from that of the char-
acter’s pants, it’s a big deal.
To hell with “Street Figher IV,” 
to play against me in “Asteroids” 
is to die a painful, screaming, suf-
focating death. I annihilate.
Playing a title, “Boxing,” I 
was, again, beaten – this time 
by my drummer, who is 10-plus 
years older than I and thus had 
grown up in the era of 2600.
Sure, I could lament that 
my ass has been kicked at every 
conceivable video game ever in-
vented.
I’d rather focus on the stark 
contrast between “Street Fighter 
IV” and “Boxing,” though — it 
verges on laughable. The graphi-
cal splendor of “Street Fighter IV” 
sort of points out that “Boxing” is 
composed of blocky shapes that 
more resemble spiders than box-
ers, surrounded by some odd, 
pixellated semblance of a boxing 
ring.
If the 2600, with its button, is 
driving a car, the 360 is piloting a 
submarine.
Looked at through the eyes of 
a space alien, though, the expe-
riences aren’t all that different. 
Witnessing gamers on either ma-
chine, Marvin the Martian would 
simply see carbon-based life 
forms loafi ng around on a couch, 
staring vacantly at images they 
vaguely control using hand-held 
devices.
It enables me to use the worn-
out phrase, “The more things 
change, the more they stay the 
same.”
Because I rule at “Asteroids,” 
no one would ever dare to say I’m 
on the cutting edge of technol-
ogy. But I have to admit that in 
spite of all the so-called advances 
that have been effecting so much 
progress with technology, what’s 
changed?
If you’re gossiping on Face-
book, it means you’re not doing it 
over e-mail. If you had written an 
e-mail, it would mean you’re not 
on the phone, which would mean 
you’re not talking face to face 
with the person, which means 
you don’t really care.
Or does it? Whether you used 
a carrier pigeon or sent a text 
message, you’re still saying that 
you saw Tommy and Suzie mak-
ing out behind the old mill.
The difference lies in the 
channel. With Facebook, ghosts 
of Christmas past come around 
and haunt you regularly. You can 
know what sort of underwear 
a person wears without having 
ever been formally introduced.
There is so much information, 
and the fads keep coming. Live-
Journal begat MySpace begat 
Facebook. I’m not sure what be-
gat Twitter, but thank God some 
innovator came up with a way to 
take the enormous pipeline the 
modern Internet has to offer and 
use it to limit expression to 140 
characters.
There’s no shortage of ways 
to tender way too many details 
about your miserable, mundane 
life, and as Internet geniuses 
keep cooking up new forms of 
online communication, there 
never will be.
Everyone talks about how 
much stuff has changed, but I’m 
pretty sure it really hasn’t. The 
only real difference is that no one 
goes outside. It’s only as different 
as the 2600 is from the 360.
Saturday was the vernal equi-
nox, when the sun crosses the 
equator, making night and day of 
equal length (thank you, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration).
The equinox marks the fi rst 
day of spring, which of course 
means that spring has offi cially 
sprung.
Love is in the air — literally, as 
plants release their pollen in the 
hopes of propagating their kind.
As the days lengthen and the 
mercury rises, so does the pollen count, result-
ing in teary-eyed, sinus-congested, not-so-happy 
campers.
It’s a rite of spring for the pollen-sensitive 
among us, sneezing their brains out, rubbing their 
eyes red, sniffl ing and blowing their noses, not to 
mention keeping a forest’s worth of tissues in their 
pockets and purses.
I was out having lunch with a friend when an 
errant gust of wind blew away most of our napkins 
and nearly added an unwanted garnish of leaves 
and dirt to my twice-baked potato (complete with 
parmesan cheese, sour cream, chives and bacon 
bits — yes, I know, I’m so bad).
We got ourselves situated again and resumed 
our pleasant conversation about the assignments 
we were putting off to do at a later date.
Me: “Dude, it’s not even due for another week.”
Him: “I know! That’s what she sa —”
At this point, our afternoon yak was interrupted 
by a series of thunderous nasal eruptions on his 
part.
I watched his face screw up into a grimace as he 
threw his head backward, nostrils fl ared and with 
the yawning cavern of his mouth open to reveal the 
half-masticated remains of his chow mein.
Time slowed down for me, and in the split sec-
ond I had before his sneeze reached its climax, I 
faced an unpalatable choice: I could try to dodge 
the aerosol and save myself, or I could grab my 
potato, hold it tight, and sacrifi ce the back of my 
jacket to the pollen-propelled projectiles.
Yes, I actually did consider saving my baked po-
tato — now you know where my priorities lie.
Fortunately, I was spared that decision, because 
he had the presence of mind to clap a hand over his 
gaping maw.
The rest of the exchange, which lasted about 30 
seconds, went something like this:
H i m : “ A h - a h - A H H -
CHOO!”
Me: “Bless you.”
Him: “AHH-CHOO!”
Me: “Bless you.”
Him: “AHH-CHOO! AHH-
CHOO! AHH-CHOO!”
Me: “I think you’ve had 
enough blessings today.”
Using the napkins he had 
left, he tried to cleanse his 
hand of an unfortunate mix 
of sneeze water, mucus and 
chow mein.
He eventually retreated to the bathroom to 
clean up and salvage what remained of his dignity 
and hygiene while I fi nished my meal, my appe-
tite completely unaffected.
Apparently, he suffered another sneeze attack 
and came back looking as though he had gone 
through a dark night of the sinuses.
All I could do was offer him the rest of my nap-
kins and a squirt of hand sanitizer.
As pitiful as he looked, I couldn’t help but re-
mind him that it was that time of year again and 
that he had an awful tendency to suffer the most 
horrible allergic reactions.
He knew this, and should have been better 
prepared.
It’s all well and good to depend on the kind-
ness of strangers and friends, but kindness is no 
substitute for preparation.
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Not Yet Rated
Stop right there, you’ve LOST me
At this point, our 
afternoon yak was 
interrupted by 
a series of 
thunderous nasal 
eruptions on his 
part.
Break out the hanky, 
it’s allergy season
Angelo Lanham
Yes, I Have a Point
Daneil Herberholz
Staff Writer
“Not Yet Rated,” appears biweekly on 
Tuesdays.
Ryan Fernandez is a Spartan Daily copy 
editor.
Some things never change
“Yes, I have a point,” appears 
weekly on Tuesdays.
Angelo Lanham is a Spartan 
Daily copy editor.
Spartans’ chance at club 
championship put on ice
SPORTS6 Tuesday, March 23, 2010
SJSU winger Steven Stichler eyes the puck before it’s dropped in SJSU’s pool play game 
against Michigan State. PHOTO COURTESY OF HAESSLY PHOTOGRAPHY 
Kathryn McCormick
Staff Writer
Be counted, 
Santa Clara County!
It’s easy. 
It’s safe.
It’s important for our 
schools, roads, hospitals …
Mail back the Census form 
by April 1st !
3/17 WED Ohio State L 4-5 (OT) Sam Cimino
1 goal, 1 assist
3/18 THU Michigan St. L 3-5 Cimino, 2 goals; 
Alessandro Mul-
lane: 52 saves
3/19 FRI Central 
Conn. State
W 4-2 Lathan Logan: 
1 goal, 2 assists; 
Robbie Vaughan: 
2 goals
ACHA NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
 Name  Goals 
 Sam Cimino  33
 Mickey Rhodes  32
 Andy Dickerson 26
 Kyle Dutra  16
 Steven Stichler 16
 Robbie Vaughan 15
 Jeff Sawhill  14
 Nathan Logan 14
 Jacob Hickey 08
 James Lopez 07
Season Goal Leaders
The SJSU club hockey team’s 
season came to an end Friday 
at the three-day American Col-
legiate Hockey Association's 
national tournament in 
Simsbury,  Connecticut.
The Spartans struggled from 
the start, losing 5-4 to Ohio State 
in overtime. Their losing streak 
continued on Thursday when 
they lost 5-3 to Michigan State, 
eliminating their chance to ad-
vance from pool play. They were 
victorious on the fi nal day of the 
competition, winning 4-2 against 
Central Connecticut State
Sophomore Sam Cimino led 
the Spartans in their losing effort, 
scoring four goals in the three 
games. Junior Robbie Vaughan 
scored three goals in the three 
games and freshman Salvatore 
Barranco and graduate student 
Andy Dickerson each scored a 
goal.
Dickerson, the team’s presi-
dent and one of its centers, said 
the Spartans’ win against Central 
Connecticut State was bitter-
sweet.
“If we’d won one of the two 
games before — the overtime 
one especially — we would have 
advanced to the semis,” Dick-
erson said. “And Central Con-
necticut beat UMBC, Mary-
land Baltimore County, who 
came out of one of the other 
pools, 7-2. We probably would 
have had a pretty easy time 
with them, so we could have 
gone to the championship 
game.”
Senior Steven Stichler said 
he shared Dickerson’s senti-
ments.
“I really felt like we should 
have won, especially because 
we only lost it a minute into 
overtime,” Stichler said. “Third 
period we fought back to tie it, 
it was kind of like a Cinderella 
story. And then we go in for a 
15-minute break, we come out 
and a minute later we’re walk-
ing back in the locker room af-
ter losing the game. So I really 
kind of felt like we deserved 
that win and should have not 
come out of it with a loss.”
Dickerson said the team is de-
termined to make it to the cham-
pionship game next year, espe-
cially since they’ve been selected 
to host the tournament.
“It’s a prestigious bid,” he 
said. “You only get it if you’re a 
fairly solid team that they know is 
going to be there, and you have to 
put in a very convincing bid for it. 
Having one of the top facilities in 
the U.S. helped us — Sharks Ice at 
San Jose. It’s the only three-rink, 
let alone four-rink, facility west of 
the Mississippi.”
Dickerson said that in addition 
to having Sharks Ice and its large 
seating capacity behind them, the 
Spartans solidifi ed the bid thanks 
to the support of SJSU and the 
greater San Jose community.
Team loses two, leading to its elimination from national tournament
SJSU wing Sam Cimino scores one of his two goals against 
Michigan State in a Spartan vs. Spartan matchup. He had fi ve 
goals in the tournament. PHOTO COURTESY OF CARLA DICKERSON 
